BATHROOMS | TOILETS

. making it & good chofce for large fami-

T _lies. But It does have a ngisier flush of -
- the two types, whichcan be a privacy

issué, and it can also be expensive.
Pressure- asslsted follets require at
least 25 pounds per square inch (psiy
~'of water pressure to work properly,

. with less-than-optimal pressure,

. Gravity-fed. With this flushing
. mechanism, water drops from the tank
- into the bowl to move waste down the
. “drain, requiting as little as 10 psi of
- water pressure, This type has a quieter

$5Wy'.$ho.ppe‘r '

Whether of-not you're replacing
-atollet, it pays to replace old rigid
chrome plated capper water supply
" lines with braided, fléxible stalnless -

" steel. In addition to easing future

- repairs, those lines help minfinize |
+ Jeaks: If you don't alfeady have orie,

also install a water shutoff valve,

-V

"50 they’re not a good option in homes

i ,_.ﬂush an advantage in close quarters. -
. But lower-priced gravity-fed models -

BOWL BASICS
AL A gravity-fed
flushing mechanism

from the tank down
Into the bowl. )
B. A pressure-assisted
" mechanism usas
water pressura from’
a sealed tank to flush
- thetoflet,

: mair_ not do a great job of removing’

waste or keeping the bowl clean.

the other for a full flush for solid.

CHECK OUT THREE
MORE FEATURES

Before you decide on a particular toilet

model, 160k under the lid—and behind/

the loo, as.well.

Flush mechanism: Conventmn
rubber flappers in the tank are no
usually replaced by a plastic flu h

- tower, which theoretically should Igst " |-

longer than the old style. .
- Flush valve. Gr avity todets usé'a.

flush valve to discharge water from the.

tank into the bowl, Look for amodel
with a beefy 3- to 314-inch-wide valye,
rather than 6 2-inch one, to'deliver moye

thrust, Ask'to see the lﬁanufacture‘ g
- specs for the flush valye, "~ A
o Rough in'dimensions. The cleary

_ance to the back wall needed-to con-

nect to the water line varies from modél )

to model, Check the manufacturer’
- specs, and’ be sure. to measure carer
‘ fuilyif space 1s tight _ o

relies on water moving - .

Eithet type offers the water-saving -
option of dual-flush technology, with. |
two buttons on the tank. Select one .
for a partial flush for Hquid ' waste and -

Toiiets

Don't assume that you have to -
- 'spend big bucks to get top. -
performance in a toilet. Many
‘winhers from our latest tests,
which involved flushing baby.:.
wipes, sponges, and plastic balis;
cost between $100 and $300.
The top overall scorers among”
. smg[e and dual-flush models
- were priced about midway in the
“group. All models scored .

excellent on liquid-waste removal
Our testers also looked at *
:solid-waste removal, noise fevei

"and how well the bowl was cfeaned.

“More single-flush toilets passed
- our tests than dual-flush models.
*Our favorites appear below:

CONSUHER REPORTS' TOP- RATED
- 1+ $INGLE-FLUSH MODEL .

: GE.'RBER_AVAI,'AN'CHE 21-818.

! I'and quist flushing, s plbs

or bathrooms naar sleeplng araas
Bonus:It's & comfort -helght” madél w[th
xtra ground cfearance that makes




